“THE SERVANT OF THE LORD”

Isaiah 42v1-4

1 Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen one in whom | delight; I will put
my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations.2 He will not shout or cry
out, or raise his voice in the streets.3 A bruised reed he will not break, and a
smouldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;

4 he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law
the islands will put their hope.

Isaiah 49v1-6

1 Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations: Before | was born the
LORD called me; from my birth he has made mention of my name. 2 He made my
mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me
into a polished arrow and concealed me in his quiver. 3 He said to me, You are my
servant, Israel, in whom | will display my splendour. 4 But | said, | have laboured to
no purpose; | have spent my strength in vain and for nothing. Yet what is due to
me is in the LORD's hand, and my reward is with my God. 5And now the LORD
says— he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to bring Jacob back to
him and gather Israel to himself, for | am honoured in the eyes of the LORD and
my God has been my strength— 6 he says: It is too small a thing for you to be my
servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel | have kept. |
will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the
ends of the earth.

Isaiah 50:4-9

4The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that
sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen
like one being taught. 5 The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears, and | have not
been rebellious; | have not drawn back. 6 | offered my back to those who beat me,
my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; | did not hide my face from mocking
and spitting. 7 Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, | will not be disgraced.
Therefore have | set my face like flint, and | know | will not be put to shame.

8 He who vindicates me is near. Who then will bring charges against me? Let us
face each other! Who is my accuser? Let him confront me! 9 It is the Sovereign
LORD who helps me. Who is he who will condemn me? They will all wear out like
a garment; the moths will eat them up.

Isaiah 52:13-15

13 See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly
exalted. 14 Just as there were many who were appalled at him— his appearance
was so disfigured beyond that of any man and his form marred beyond human
likeness— 15 so will he sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut their mouths
because of him. For what they were not told, they will see, and what they have not
heard, they will understand.

Isaiah 53v1-12

1 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been
revealed? 2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry
ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his
appearance that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by men, a
man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their
faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4Surely he took up our
infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten
by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed
for our iniguities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his
wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has
turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

7He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not
open his mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can
speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the
transgression of my people he was stricken. 9 He was assigned a grave with the
wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was
any deceit in his mouth.10 Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him and cause him
to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his
offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand.
11 After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his
knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore | will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils
with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with
the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the
transgressors.

Isaiah 61v1-3, 6,10

1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me
to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to
proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners,

2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favour and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all who mourn, 3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion— to bestow
on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called
oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendour...

6 And you will be called priests of the LORD, you will be named ministers of our
God....10 | delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has
clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with
her jewels.



